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Ohitﬂ:ta now installed in the African Gallery

Working alongside Mark is Kevin Farmer, Assistant Curator for History and the

Gallery’s overall project manager who has been responsible for co-ordinating the

project from the outset, from the sourcing of artifacts to the writing of text for the |

s e = gallery exhibits. Now that the ;
e | project is coming to an end Mr

Farmer says " the construction of

the Gallery has been an interesting

and wonderful experience. It has

been a real team effort from all

departments at the Museum. I'm

really looking forward to the next

phase of seeing the public’s

reaction; that will be its true test."
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The Caribbean Slave Trade Archives Project has come
to fruition with the production of a CD. The project,
implemented and co-ordinated by the Museum, is
also an element of a wider project to identify existing
slavery documents in the region and the physical
condition of these key documents. The CD has been
designed so that samples of the existing slavery
documents can be looked at together with where
they are located in the English speaking Caribbean.
As a result of this project Barbados has been able to
submit a nomination to the Memory of the World for
inscription on its website. This is the document
cquivalent of the World Heritage list for sites. The
successful inscription of the nomination has ensured
that this important resource has been highlighted to
the archive world.

As part of the Emancipation season the Museum will
launch the CD at a press conference to celebrate this
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The Caribbean Slave Trade Archives Project

significant development. Please also check out the
website www.caribbeanslavearchives.org. to find out
more about this project.
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Example of a “Travel License” document from the CD —
documentation required by an enslaved person to travel
with their master
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Conservator Lidia Aravena at work on a painting

e . e e o B T

he Museum is always trying to ensure the longevity of its collections, and the ongoing work of our

conservators helps us significantly with this process. During April 2004, we had visits from our |

consultant conservators Lidia Aravena and Luis Larrazabal, along with an intensive period of work |
undertaken by Anne Bancroft and Keither Lennards, who worked to restore a number of pieces from the
document collection. Pieces from the fine art collection were also restored, ensuring that our collections
are kept for all to enjoy. We salute all of our conservators who have worked along with us.
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SCHOOL DAYS

families of the day. Conversely,
for ' the ' majority = black
population;s in . *thelt Spre-

e e R e il b e o B i g

independent era educational

opportunity was limited. By
1948, the time when the
ph{)t()gmph was taken, there
were eight Grammar schools in
Barbados. Five that catered for
boys, and three for girls. These

 schools were graded, at the
levels of 1 and 2. Grade 1
schools of which there were
e oﬂly four, sat the Advanced

_ . s emowi R =2 level certificate, grade 2 schools
Young Ladies at the Codrington High School. The photograph was taken sometime during 1944 - 19483 were not allowed to sit for

A picture is indeed worth a thousand words and in Advanced Level Certificates.

this case zlll()ws-; us to capture a frlimpse of y()ung

education ‘S}fﬁtCl’H — questions such as the style C?f %
school dress, public versus private education, co-
education versus single sex schools and access tD
A&igaondar}f education.

The young women in this photograph are students uf
Codrington College; a private all girls secondary -
school situated in the parish of St. John, and created = = =
as part of the stipulation of the Codrington will. The I

will was also the genesis of the sibling school ﬂdmtl}ﬁ Jueens College _ St. Michae

.....

Lodge school. Both schools, (situated on the plateau = Girls Foundation
overlooking Consent Bay), catered primarily to white = Alexandra 'S¢ Peter

.......

children (from Barbados and across the region), who _ St. Michael’s School St Michac

e

e T ()

could afford the tuition fees. For many of us today, *
born after independence, the concept of the boarding  For the majority population there were only a few |
school may seem anachronistic, but was an important  private schools, which were found in the St. Michael
feature of the time. Where secondary education, area. Within the rural parishes namely St. John, St.
especially for girls, was scarce in the eastern Joseph, St. George, St. Phillip, St. Thomas and St.
Caribbean, sending one’s child off to school was the James there was a lack of secondary schools —
acceptable norm for middle and upper middle class especially those catering for girls. So the existence of

S T L e e D e e D L T O SO T LoV Doy i
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(Contd. page 6)
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a country school for girls was an interesting
phenomenon. The founders of schools
recognised the need to provide access for education
in the rural areas. Invariably this meant the creation of
schools, which principally benefited the white
children’ of school age and and
surrounding parishes.  Access to education in
Barbados in those early vyears was limited to
geography, class, sex and ability to pay. Before the
end of the 1950’s access was on its way, with the
opening of St. Leonard’s and the Princess Margaret

rural

their local

FYSETE L ERe

The photograph of eight young ladies dressed in their
school uniform, including school blazer with short
socks and leather shoes stands in stark contrast to the
dress of today. However, we need to remember that
uniform, its style and wear are reflective of the age in
which it is worn.

The photograph of the eight young ladies taken on
the playing field of Codrington High School bedecked
in school uniform serves as a reminder of the adage
"'school days are the best days" a saying that is only

(LR s

schools which heralded the beginning of the new
educational ethos, democracy. However, that has not
been without its problems; some still complain about
the inherent elitism of the educational system.
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true after we have left school.
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by Kevin Farmer, Assistant Curator - History
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Geraldine Eanc (f:c:ntu;) thll LUHLJ.”LIE“% enjoying
her final luncheon.

Genealogist Geraldine Lane left the
Museum at the end of May, to return
to England. Before she left, we had
the chance to have an interview with
her.

What is your background,

why did you join the Museum?

I'm a genealogist by profession and
hold the highest certitficate in
geneology from the Institute of
Heraldic & Geneological Studies from
Canterbuy, England. I heard about
the Museum and its library through
friends and decided to offer my
services.

How long have you been working
here?

[ joined in October 2001, so that’s
2Y% yeats.

What have you enjoyed while you.

have been here?

Being a part of the volunteer team
and the team camaraderie. 1 find it
satisfying helping people "go back to
their roots."

Is there anything you would change
here?

No, not at the library. But generally —
there needs to be information
available for those interested in

genealogy research, so I am writing a
book on "how to do genealogy" here
in Barbados.

Where do you think the Museum
Library will be in 10 year’s time? What
would you like to see?

I foresee an explosion of interest due
to the internet. I'd like to see an
online catalogue of library resources,
that would be great!. Customers
everywhere will be able to find out
what the library has to offer. It would
point them in the right direction and
they could carry out their own
research — and be prepared to pay!

WELCOMETGE s =5

Denise Jones, the Museum’s new
Marketing Officer

The Muscum also welcomes Denise
Jones onto its staff. In April 2004,
Denise was appointed as Marketing
Officer. She Barbados a year ago,
from England, to bring her marketing
skills to the island and to get in
touch with her mother’s family - the
'"Barbadian connection." She says
"'working at the Museum has allowed
me to combine both my career and
fill in the gaps of the culture and
heritage I missed out on when
growing up in England. T've also
been lucky enough to make use of
the library resources, when time
permits, to look into my family
history; a bonus I never expected!"
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Patron Ordinary Members
His Excellency Sir Carlisle Burton
Sir Clifford Husbands Mr. John Gibbs
G.CM.C. KA. Dr. Ronald Hinds
Governor General of Mr. Adrian Deane %
Barbados Mr. Geoffrey Ramsey |
Mrs. Susan Mahon
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COUNCIL

President Government Appointees

Dr. Trevor Carmichael, Mrs. Andrea Wells

@ €, Professor Hilary Beckles 77
Mr. Steven Devonish

Senior Vice President Ms. Faye Burke

Prof. Woodville Marshall Mrs. Celia Toppin
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' TO JOIN THE BARBADOS MUSEUM j
— WE VALUE YOUR SUPPORT!
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