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MUSEUM HIGHLIGHTS

Dear Member,

loria Steinem once said, “The
G story of women’s struggle for

equality belongs to no single
feminist nor to any one organization but
to the collective efforts of all who care
about human rights.” For the second
year, the Barbados National Committee
of ICOM (International Council of
Museums) held a bus tour to mark
International Women’s Day. The focus
of the tour was women and art, and you
can read more on page 3.

This brings me to ICOM’s theme for
this year’s International Museum Day
- Museums (Memory + Creativity) =
Social Change. The aim of the bus
tour was to show the strides women
have made locally in the art arena, and
this can be a genesis of social change.
The aim of the theme is showing that
the richness of our historical heritage,
preserved and displayed by museums,
together with the inventiveness and
vitality that have characterised the
museum sector’s action in recent years,
are where the strength of museum
institutions lies today. On International
Museum Day this year, the BMHS
intends to showcase how it has
advocated for social change through
its exhibitions and programmes and
how it plans to become a more active
participant in social change in this our
80th Anniversary year and into the
future.

BMHS History Group sessions, the
presence at the Barbados Association

of Guidance Counsellors’ Careers
Showcase and Colleton Open House are
the types of initiatives that may lead to
social change. They are all outlined in
detail in this issue.

Enjoy!

Clstine

Christine Franklyn
Marketing Officer

On the cover:

Photograph of
Colleton House by
William Cummins
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History Group

Research on The Mount Gay Story & Free
People of Colour in Bridgetown Revealed
through History Group

The Barbados Museum and Historical Society’s History Group got off to a grand start
for 2013.

On January 9, Linda Bowen gave a presentation entitled The Mount Gay Story: The
Contribution of the Ward Family and Mount Gay Rum to the Social, Political,
Economic and Cultural Life of Barbados. A large audience, made up of many Ward
descendants, was on hand to take in the presentation which explored the role which the
Ward family and Mount Gay Rum have played in the history and culture of Barbados. A
brief background of the Wards, Mount Gay and Mount Gay Rum before 1908. 1908 was
the turning point for both the Ward family and Mount Gay Rum. The focus of the talk was
on the 20th century history and development of the Ward Family, Mount Gay Rum and
their connection to the economic, social, cultural and political development of Barbados.

Linda Bowen is a member of the Ward and Greaves families, the latter also from St.
Lucy, but with roots from over 100 years ago in Amerindian Guyana. She was born at
Oxford Plantation in St Peter, one of the sugar estates owned by her grandfather Aubrey
FitzOsbert Ward. She grew up experiencing a fascinating childhood at another sugar
plantation - Bourbon Plantation, St. Lucy. Since 1978, Linda Bowen has worked at The
St. Michael School, teaching History, Art, Geography and English Literature. In 2011, she
was appointed Deputy Principal, a position she continues to hold today.

Samples of the exclusive Mount Gilboa Rum, compliments The Rum Refinery of Mount
Gay Ltd., and light refreshments, compliments Hotel Foods Supplies (Barbados) Ltd.,
were on offer.

The second History Group meeting took place at the Museum on February 6 and featured a
presentation by Dr. Cynthia Cumberbatch entitled Free People of Colour in Bridgetown
1780-1840: Creating Wealth out of Nothing at all.

Museum members are asked to bring a friend to History Group sessions — an individual
they think will be interested
FZE - : == in becoming a member
’ il of the BMHS and of the
History Group.

The BMHS History Group
was formed to promote
an interest among BMHS
members in  research
and writing of Barbadian
history.

Linda Bowen making her presentation to the capacity crowd who attended
the first History Group session for the year.
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MUSEUM HIGHLIGHTS

Rum, Art and Heritage Tour

by Miguel Pena, Assistant Curator - History

n February 14, 37 people travelled through Barbados
Oas part of the Rum, Art and Heritage Tour. The tour had

been in the planning stages since late 2012 and was
created as an activity by me for the BMHS History Group. In
many respects, the tour was a follow-up to the first lecture in the
History Group series for 2013, presented by Mrs. Linda Bowen
nee Ward, and focused on the Ward family of Mount Gay and its
central role in the development of one of Barbados’ premier rum
labels. The tour started at the Barbados Museum with a tour of
the Harewood, Warmington and Cunard galleries where |, as tour
guide, set the historical context of the tour. From the museum the
touring party travelled by bus to the Mount Gay Visitor Centre at
Spring Garden, where they participated in a tour of that facility
which included a rum tasting session. From Mount Gay the tour
group travelled north along the West Coast through Holetown and
then Speightstown, where more of Barbados heritage and history
were highlighted.

In St. Lucy the tour made two “familial” stops one at Fair Field and
the other at Fairmount Plantations. At Fair Field, the tour party
was treated to a history of Fair Field presented by John Ward,
Manager of the property, and then Linda Bowen read a poem
about her memories of Fair Field from her childhood. The tour
party was joined by Mr. Roy Ward, the 96 year old patriarch of
the Ward family. At Fairmount, Roy Ward regaled the tour party
with stories of his youth spent there. The tour proceeded to the
Rum Refinery of Mount Gay where the group was taken on a

Tour participants at Mount Gay Visitor Centre

tour of the refinery by Oscar Waithe and was given a detailed
account of the art of refining rum. The tour party’s last stop was
at Colleton House in St. Lucy for lunch and a tour of the house
and its amazing art collection, assembled by the previous owner
the late Frank Rickwood. The tour at Colleton was conducted
by Garry Burke, Rickwood’s nephew. From Colleton, the tour
returned to the Barbados Museum. The BMHS would like to take
this opportunity to thank all of those who contributed to the tour:
Mount Gay Visitor Centre, Dr. Frank Ward of The Rum Refinery
of Mount Gay, John Ward and Linda Bowen, Geoffrey Greaves of
Fairmount and finally to the 37 wonderful people who participated
in tour. We thank you all!
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The Gender Agenda: Gaining Momentum

by Allison Callender, Chairperson of the Barbados National Committee of ICOM

Council of Museums) hosted their annual bus tour to

commemorate International Women’s Day, under the
theme “The Gender Agenda: Gaining Momentum”. The tour
accommodated 40 persons, and sought to highlight the work of
female entrepreneurs and females. The tour departed from the
Barbados Museum and Historical Society and toured Welches
Plantation House and the studio of Jill Walker. Mrs. Walker, well
into her eighties, showed her original works and her beautiful
residence, while her daughter and son-in-law gave the group the

O n March 7, The Barbados chapter of ICOM (International

Jill Walker welcoming guests to her residence.

Andria Brice trying her hand at screen printing.

tour of the screen printing studio. The tour also visited Fairfield
Pottery guided by Maggie Belle. This was followed by lunch, and
then it was on to Brighton to the studio of artist Rafza Nehaul,
who works with discarded materials. The day ended with a tour of
the residence of the Governor of the Central Bank hosted by the
Governor’s wife after which the group was treated to an afternoon
of tea. WIBISCO donated two gift baskets, while Golden Touch
Spa donated a gift voucher for a raffle for tour participants.

P ¥ 7 f

Maggie Belle going through the process of clay
with the group.
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MUSEUM HIGHLIGHTS

Careers Showcase

by Peggy McGeary, BMHS Education Officer

he Barbados Association of Guidance Counsellors held its
I annual National Careers Showcase at the Garfield Sobers
Gymnasium on February 14 and 15.
The Barbados Museum was invited to participate by a former
volunteer Jennifer Goodridge who is now a Guidance Counsellor.
The members of the Keystone Participative Action Team (PAT), as
well as Tamara Griffith of the VIP PEERS PAT team met, planned
the event and responsibilities were allocated. The decision was
made to make a presentation which highlighted the Barbados
Museum, but which generally addressed heritage institutions in
the island. Most persons who visited were unaware that there
were more than two or three museums in Barbados.

The museum’s booth was well received as many Guidance
Counsellors visited and expressed surprise at the number of
museum events and programmes which were shown on the
computer-driven presentation prepared by Kerron Hamblin,
Assistant Curator — Natural History. Many also admitted that
they had never visited the museum and were now committed to
considering the museum for weddings and other special events.
Students and counsellors alike were happy to discover that History
is not required for every museum-related job.

E | L
Peggy McGeary, BMHS Education Officer,
assisting students.

Left to right: Harriet Pierce, BMHS
Librarian; Allison Callender, Curator -
Art & Art History and Tamara Giriffith,
Administrative Assistant - Development
(hidden) at the BMHS booth.

A special attraction to the booth was the bundle of gift-wrapped
books which were to be won by a draw from the names of students
who signed up as having visited and left their contact information.
A book prize was also prepared for the school of the winners. The
students who won came from the Grantley Adams and Graydon
Sealy schools.

Not only were students and teachers informed about museums,
especially the Barbados Museum, but we, the museum staff learnt
that there is a dearth of knowledge about Barbadian heritage and
heritage institutions. As a result, a decision has been taken to seek
the Ministry’s permission to do more in-depth sessions at schools
based on Barbadian heritage.
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Professor Sir Woodville Marshall, Chair Ms. Celeste Wood, Chair of the Central

of the Publications & Programming
Committee, addressing the audience.

Bank’s Charitable Funding Committee.

of the sponsors in attendance and apologies from the two

sponsors who were unable to be there. Representatives
of the Insurance Corporation of Barbados Ltd., the Central
Bank of Barbados, and Sagicor General Insurance Inc. spoke
enthusiastically about the value of the series. The National Cultural
Foundation and Barbados Public Workers Cooperative Credit
Union are the other two sponsors of the series. Two lecturers, Dr.
Henderson Carter of the University of the West Indies’ Department
of History and Philosophy, and Mr. Bentley Gibbs, also attended
the event.

The 2013 Lecture Series was launched on March 1 with most
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2013 Lecture Series Launh

Ms. Vicki Olton, Marketing Assistant
with the Insurance Corporation of
Barbados Ltd.

Mr. Roger Spencer, Assistant Vice
President — Marketing with Sagicor
General Insurance Inc.

The theme for the series is The Emancipation Project,
1838-1937.

The lecturers for the ten lectures in the series are Professor
Sir Hilary Beckles, Dr. David Browne, Mr. Bentley Gibbs, Dr.
Henderson Carter, Professor Sir Woodville Marshall, Dr. Aviston
Downes, Professor Pedro Welch, Dr. Janice Mayers, Dr. Tara
Inniss and Dr. Marcia Burrowes.

The Series runs from March 14 to May 16, 2013.



Colleton Open House

T——— The Barbados Museum
& Historical Society,
in collaboration  with

the owners of Colleton Great
House, hosted an Open House
on March 17 from 10:00 a.m.
to 4:00 p.m. The objective of
this activity was to help raise
funds for the BMHS to acquire
the House’s collections, which
consist of one of the world’s

. finest private  collections

. of black men and women
~ in western art by famous

4 European artists of the last 400

years, and The Frank Rickwood
collection of indigenous art.

The latter includes 157 pieces

from Africa and Papua New Guinea which have been described

by Caribbean academic Lennox Honychurch as “remarkable by
any standard” and have been highly praised by the Smithsonian

Institute.

Dr. Temi Odumosu.

Colleton House was established after Sir John Colleton fled from
England after the execution of King Charles 1 during the Civil
War, bought 700 acres of land and became a sugar planter. The
house was acquired and restored by Australian geologist Frank

FROM THE COLLECTION

Rickwood in 1989, and it was his home until his death in 2009.

The feature attraction of the Open House event was an illustrated
talk by Dr. Temi Odumosu, Marie Curie Postdoctoral Fellow for
EUROTAST at University of Copenhagen. It was entitled Presence
and Place: Images of Africans in 18th Century British Print
Culture. The talk explored the rich world of images and ideas that
emerged through printed images and texts published primarily in
London. Dr. Odumosu investigated the fluid ways in which race
and aesthetics converged in London’s buoyant visual culture.
In doing so, the discussion ultimately sought to reconstruct a
more detailed sense of presence and place for people of African
descent during the colonial period. The diverse forms in which
we find Black bodies and faces was examined: autonomously in
rare engraved portraits, as exaggerated caricatures, discussed
in political and philosophical tracts, as motifs on trading cards,
human curiosities advertised in playbills, or as the focus of pro-
and anti-slavery propaganda.

Lots of volunteers were needed to ensure the smooth execution
of the event and 21 generous individuals answered the call. Staff
members, Museum members, Museum volunteers and Friends of
the Museum rendered assistance at the entrance, in the rooms
of the House, in the indigenous art exhibit room and at The
Museum Shop sale table. We are sincerely grateful to all those
who supported this initiative either by patronizing the event or by
lending a hand.
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Sugar in the
Blood

he book Sugar in the Blood: A Family Story
of Slavery and Empire by Andrea Stuart was

launched by the National Cultural Foundation
(NCF), in collaboration with the BMHS, on March 18
at the Museum. The large audience included many

relatives from the Ashby line, on whom the book is s alison Seaw_Smith,»
based. They were thrilled to hear about how Stuart  Senior Business Development
set about researching the story of her earliest known  Officer at the NCF, giving the

maternal ancestor, George Ashby, who set sail from
England to settle in Barbados and fell into the life of
becoming a sugarcane plantation owner.

On March 20, the NCF held a Creative Writing
Master Class, followed by a Panel Discussion
entitted Family History as National History:
The Nexxus between Academic and Popular
Discourse, both at the Museum. Panellists were
Andrea Stuart, Professor Pedro Welch and Dr. Tara
Inniss. This discussion on the place of creative non-
fiction in understanding historical narratives was
moderated by Dr. Marcia Burrowes.

Stuart regaling the audience with . . )
an account of the process involved Attendees eager to have their books signed by the author.

Dr. Tara Inniss discussing
her role as reviewer of the
manuscript for historical
welcome address. accuracy.

in bringing the book to fruition.
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DONOR ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Donor Acknowledgments January 1, 2012—- March 31, 2013

Patrons’ Circle ($25,000 and above)
BMO Reinsurance Ltd.

CIBC FirstCaribbean International Bank
Goldcorp Insurance Company Inc.
Government of Barbados

Mr. & Mrs. Keith Morris

Benefactors’ Circle ($1,000 to $24,999)
Barbados Light & Power Ltd.

Barbados Manufacturers’ Association
Barbados Public Workers’ Co-operative
Credit Union

Barbados Shipping & Trading Co.
Breakwater Management Services
Brookfield International Bank
Caribbean Consultants Ltd.

Caribbean Development Bank

Central Bank of Barbados

Chancery Chambers

City of Bridgetown Co-op Credit Union
Embassy of the United States

First Citizens Investment Services
Front Street Private Bank

G4S Security Services Ltd.

Goddard Enterprises Ltd.

Goldstream Management Services Ltd.
Gote Properties Inc.

Insurance Corporation of Barbados Ltd.
Ministry of Family, Culture, Sports & Youth
Peter Moores Barbados Trust

Premier Event Services Inc.

R.L. Seale & Co. Ltd.

Sagicor General Insurance Inc.
Sagicor Financial Corporation
TeleBarbados

UWI-Dept. Mgmt. Studies

Mr. & Mrs. James Gardiner

Mr. Jerome Handler

Mr & Mrs. Arthur Irving

Mr. & Mrs. Neville E. Isdell

Dr. &Mrs. Ralph Malone

Prof. John Mayo

Mr. Douglas Newsam

Mr. & Mrs. Irwin Press

Contributors’ Circle ($100 to $999)
Accra Beach Hotel & Spa

Barbados National Oil Company Ltd.
Carter & Co.

Cooper Kauffman Ltd.

Coleridge & Parry School

Coral Reef Club

Courts (B’dos) Ltd.

DaCosta Mannings

Duty Free Caribbean/Cave Shepherd &
Co. Ltd.

Gale’s Agro Products Ltd.

Hayden Workman Electrical

M.W. Consulting Inc.

Millennium Management Ltd.

Nation Publishing Co.

Nassco Ltd.

Oran Ltd.

Parsons Pest Control Ltd.
Promotech Inc.

Realtors Ltd.

Springer Memorial School

Stephen Walcott & Co.
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Waterfront Café

Mr. George W. Brathwaite
Mr. Geoffrey M. Rudder
Mr. David Tappin

Camp Dawn

Camp Experience
Chelsea Road Camp
Eden Lodge Primary

St. George Secondary

St. Leonard’s Camp
Sharon Primary

Wilkie Cumberbatch Primary

Legacy Circle

Annual Giving Appeal Donors
Mrs. Cheryl Adams

Mr. Derek Ashby

Miss Griselda Barrow

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Baynes
Mr. Bradley Bellis

Mr. & Mrs. Terence Bickley
Mr. & Mrs. Bortolotti

Mrs. Doris A. Burbridge
Mr. Eustace Burnett

Mr. Arthur Cadogan

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Carrington
Mr. Francis Cheeseman
Mrs. Susan Cole

Dr. Stephen Collins

Mrs. Maris Corbin

Mrs. M.D. Campbell

Dr. Clyde Cave

Mr. Robert Dubinsky

Rev. James Finn

Ms. Carla Gaskin

Mrs. Hope D. Goddard

Mr. Robert Goddard

Mr. Peter Gooding

Mrs. Beryl A. Greaves

Dr. Lenore Harney

Mr. Geoffrey Hart

Major Mike Hartland

Mr. & Mrs. Dewitt Horner
Mr. Ashby Jordan

Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Kirton
Mr. David Marshall

Mr. & Mrs. Errol Marshall
Mr. Robert Massiah

Ms. Arlene Miller

Mr. Sabir Nakhuda

Mr. A.J. Parker

Ms. Tessa Pickering

Mr. James W. Rice, J.R.
Mr. Erskine Rose

Sir Ronald & Lady Sanders
Ms. Henrietta Sealy

Mr. & Mrs. M. Tracey Todd
Mr. Charles & Mary Ward
Ms. Sonia Watson

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Weatherhead
Mr. David White

Miss Audine C. Wilkinson
Mrs. Susan E. Winsor

In-Kind Services Supporters
Advocate Publishers (2000) Inc.
Apes Hill Club

Archers Hall

BICO Limited

Brydens Distribution

Central Bank of Barbados
Champers Restaurant & Wine Bar
Cin Cin by the Sea

Colleton House

Diamonds International Barbados
Digicel

Earthworks Pottery
Fisherpond Great House
Friends of the Museum
Harris Paints Barbados Ltd.
Hotel Food Supplies

Kent Construction Ltd.
Mount Gay Distilleries Ltd.
National Cultural Foundation
Nation Publishing Co.
Parsons Pest Control
Barbados Photographic Society
Royal Westmoreland

Rum Refinery of Mount Gay
Sandy Lane Hotel

Seaco SRL

Supercentre Ltd.

Tiami Catamaran Cruises
T.M.R Sales & Services Ltd.
TVA Consultants Ltd.

The Crane Residential Resort
West India Biscuit Co. Ltd.
Mr. Paul Altman

Ms. Mary Battle

Mr. Harold Beckles

Mrs. Emelda Browne

Ms. Linda Bowen

Mr. John Chandler

Mrs. Virginia Challenor

Ms. Jacqueline Cumberbatch
Mrs. Sylvia Deane

Ms. Frances Luzille Doria
Ms. Wei Duan

Sen. Prof. Henry Fraser
Mrs. Margot Frost

Lady Graham

Mrs. Pat Gauge

Mr. John Hart

Mrs. Sheila Hatch

Mr. Cecil Ince

Mrs. Hazel Ann Kent

Mr. Anthony Kent

Mr. Bob Kiss

Ms. Brenda Lee

Ms. Sophia Lewis

Ms. Elma Licorish

Ms. Susan Mahon

Mrs. Gilly Metzgen

Ms. Laura Rudder

Mrs. Jennifer Sisnett

Mrs. Allison Sobers

Dr. Patricia Stafford

Mrs. Danielle St. Pierre-Collins
Mrs. Sidi Streetly

Mr. Tracey Todd

Mrs. Susan Walcott

Dr. Karl Watson

Mr. David White

Ms. Eva White

Mrs. Karen Whittaker



Special Donation

MEMBERSHIP/STAFF UPDATE

An anonymous donor contributed a special $500 gift to the Museum in recognition of Dr. Trevor Carmichael’s appointment as an

Independent Senator to Parliament.

Upcoming Activities

Ole Time Excursion Bus Tour Dates

Saturday, August 17— North
Saturday, September 28 — South
Saturday, October 19 - North
Sunday, November 24 — South

Exhibitions

Leviathan: The Story of Shore Whaling in Barbados, April 15 — September 15, 2013

80th Anniversary Exhibition, June 01 — November 29, 2013
“Something in de Music”: The Journey of Calypso in Barbados, June 28 — September 28, 2013
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Museum Council & Staff

COUNCIL
President
Dr. Trevor Carmichael, Q.C.

Senior Vice President
Prof. Sir Woodville Marshall

Junior Vice President
Dr. Justin Robinson

Ordinary Members
Mrs. Virginia Challenor
Mrs. Maureen Davis
Mrs. Susan Mahon

Mr. Humphrey Metzgen
Mr. Justin Oran

Dr. Ashwell Thomas

Government Appointees
Mrs. Rosemary Alleyne
Dr. Richard Goodridge
Mrs. Selma Thompson
Mrs. Celia Toppin

Mrs. Andrea Wells

MUSEUM STAFF
Director
Alissandra Cummins

Deputy Director
Kevin Farmer

Education
Education Officer
Peggy McGeary
Library

Librarian

Harriet Pierce
Development

Development Officer
Linda Branch

Administrative Assistant — Development
Tamara Griffith
Finance

Finance Officer
Errol Clarke

Administrative Assistant - Accounts
Rashida Mayers

Marketing

Marketing Officer

Christine Franklyn

Administrative Assistant — Merchandising
Marcia Giriffith

Event Coordinator
Leshay Drayton

Receptionist & Shop Assistant
Kandacey Rollock

Administration

Executive Assistant
Kaye Hall

Curatorial

Curator - Art and Art History
Allison Callender

Assistant Curator - Natural History
Kerron Hamblin

Assistant Curator - History
Miguel Pena

Registrar
Angela Boyce

Technical and Maintenance
Sandra Brathwaite

Merna Bryan

Stephen Layne

William White

Charles Wiggins

Facilities
Prince Leonce

Artifacts | January - March 2013 * 7



We Need Your Support
Membership & Donations

Encourage your friends and colleagues to join the Barbados Museum and Historical Society!
Member privileges include:

+ Free subscriptions to our annual Journal of the BMHS and Artifacts newsletter, and a copy of our annual report
+ 10% discount on products in The Museum Shop

+ Exclusive invitations to join The BMHS History Group and to attend events and exhibition openings

+ Voting rights at the Annual General Meeting (except Juniors and Students)

Membership Subscription Fees

Life $1,057.00 (local)/ $1,400.00 (overseas)
Firm/Company $360.00 (local)/ $400.00 (overseas)
Joint Annual (husband & wife) $94.00 (local)/ $100.00 (overseas)
Annual $91.00 (local)/ $90.00 (overseas)
Student (19-26 years) $27.00 (local)/ $27.00 (overseas)
Junior (18 years & under) $10.00 (local)/ $25.00 (overseas)

Rates for members registering with local addresses include 17.5% VAT.
Refer a new member today!

Donations to support the preservation of Barbadian heritage and culture are always needed.

Contact us: A
Barbados Museum & Historical Society

St. Ann’s Garrison

St. Michael BB14038

Barbados Mgsaer&)r%dos
Tel: 1-246-427-0201 dei, & Historical
Email: info@barbmuse.org.bb Society
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ON SERVICE

Barbados Museum & Historical Society
St. Ann’s Garrison

St. Michael BB14038

Barbados, W.I.




